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and Sonnino developed into open discord, and he resigned :
Nitti was shortly to follow his example.
By leaving the cabinet, Bissolati hoped to gain a free
hand to carry on his campaign in favour of a genuinely
democratic peace, and he demanded that Italy should not
remain tied by the Treaty of London. c Baron Sonnino *,
he said in an interview, c is all for the inviolability of the
Treaty of London, which gives Fiume, an essentially Italian
town, to the Jugo-Slavians, so as to demand the possession of
Dalmatia (where Italians are in a tiny minority). I hold the
opposite view : Fiume must form part of the kingdom of
Italy, and Dalmatia be given to Jugo-Slavia.' Respect for
the principle of nationality coincided with Italy's interests.
By observing the terms of the Rome Pact, signed in
1918 with the representatives of the succession states of the
Austrian empire,1 she could become the leader of the smaller
powers, and contribute to the stabilization of a new and
peaceful Europe.
But when the time came, Sonnino and the Italian
nationalists persisted in their desire to reap the advantages
of the secret Treaty of London—-by annexing Dalmatia—
while at the same time demanding the annexation of Fiume,
in the name of the very principle of nationality which that
treaty, concluded c consule Sonnino,5 violated by awarding
Fiume to Jugo-Slavia.2 Mussolini rushed to their support
and began a most violent campaign against any renunciation.
Bissolati, invited by the Italian League of Nations Society,
was due to come to Milan on January 11 to hold a meeting,
1	At the Rome Conference summoned by permission of the Italian govern-
ment, Italian, Polish, Romanian, Czech, and Jugo-Slavian delegates had
agreed on the necessity of a joint struggle against the Habsburg monarchy,
so that * each people might realize its complete freedom and national unity
within a free state '.    Italians and Jugo-Slavians, in a separate agreement,
acknowledged £ that the unity and independence of the Jugo-Slavian nation
are of vital interest to Italy, just as the achievement of Italian national unity
is to the Jugo-Slavian nation *.   Both sides undertook so to act * that during
the war and on the conclusion of peace the aims of both nations might be
fully attained *.   They agreed at the same time on the joint defence of
the Adriatic against foreign control.   Amongst the members of the Italian
delegation which concluded this agreement was Benito Mussolini.
2	Article 5 of the treaty of April 26, 1915, read precisely :  " The territories
listed below will be allotted by the four allied powers to Croatia, Serbia, and
Montenegro : in the upper Adriatic the entire coast from the Bay of Volosca
on the borders of Istria up to the northern frontier of Dalmatia, including
the present Hungarian coastline, and the entire Croatian coast, including the
port of Fiume, etc.*

